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THOUGHTS ON IRONY 



BEHIND phenomena I have found an 
inexorable irony. Phenomena them- 
selves arc often beautiful ; but perhaps they 
are only accidentally connected with spirit- 
ual truth, skin-deep, the complexion of this 
irony. I may ultimately find that irony 
includes beauty, and is greater than beauty. 
If poetry, aided by science, should find that 
truth is ugly, poetry will say so; but, as 
nothing is ugly to science, perhaps poetry 
may learn a lesson. 



n 



Worshipful Irony, the profound " Irony 
of fate," is doubtless responsible for Ren- 
anism, and all 'isms, but is derived from 
none of them. 
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It is centric, the adamantine axis of the 
universe. At its poles are the illusions we 
call matter and spirit, day and night, pleas- 
ure and pain, beauty and ugliness. By it 
our enterprises are whirled away from our 
most resolved intentions, A playwright, 
wearing out his life in the abortive effort 
to found a county family, makes the litera- 
ture of the world Shakespearian centuries 
after his death ; the Pilgrim Fathers colo- 
nise America in the name of the Highest — 
that Tammany may flourish in New York ; 
and out of the beautiful Shakespearianism 
may come evil ; out of Tammany, good. 

Irony is the enigma within the enigma, 
the open secret, the only answer vouchsafed 
the eternal riddle. 

in 

I am not a Mocker ; Mockery and Irony 
are not synonyms, as I understand them. 
It is true I called love " a mere broker for 
posterity ;" but the image is homely, 
illuminative, and without disdain. The 
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advent of the Kingdom of Heaven was once 
likened to the approach of a thief in the 
night. 

My concern is not exclusively with " the 
best, the noblest, and the happiest of men," 
but with the universe as I can grasp it. 
Irony is not a creed. The makers of creeds 
have always miscalled, denied some part of 
the world. Irony affirms and delights in 
the whole. Consciously, it is the deep 
complacence which contemplates with un- 
alloyed satisfaction Love and Hate, the 
tiger and the nightingale, the horse and 
the blow-fly, Messalina and Galahad, the 
village natural and Napoleon. Uncon- 
sciously, it is the soul of the Universe. 
Steep Irony in Chaos, and the universe will 
string itself about it like crystals on a 
thread. Whence comes Chaos? Whence 
comes Irony? There is no reply. To be- 
lieve that the universe was made is the 
essence of anthropomorphism. I would 
have no more interest in a made universe 
than in an eight-day clock or a suburban 
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villa. Thought cannot conceive, nor fancy 
call by any name, the manner and agency 
of the becoming of the universe. But I 
perceive the universe as a golden bough of 
Irony, flowering with suns and systems. 
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Tal como el titulo lo indica, Thoughts on Irony del 
poeta escoces John Davidson (1857-1909) 
consiste en una breve serie de reflexiones acerca 
del fenomeno de la ironia. Este ensayo forma parte de sus 
trabajos contenidos en la obra The Man Forbid, and Other 
Essays. 

A lo largo de tres pequenos apartados, Davidson 
explora la complejidad de este fenomeno, haciendo de sus 
observaciones una especie de apologia. La ironia no solo es 
hermosa, sino que puede llegar a ser aiin mayor que la 
belleza; es el eje del universo, cuyos polos se mueven entre 
la materia y el espiritu. La ironia es el enigma por 
excelencia. 

Puesto que las preocupaciones del autor atienden 
mas a la naturaleza del universo que a la complacencia del 
hombre "bueno, noble y feliz", identifica en la ironia ese 
punto justo en el que se afirman y concilian los contrarios; 
ese punto en el que las inherentes contradicciones del 
mundo y de los hombres encuentran acomodo. Por eso 
Davidson termina afirmando que, segiin su parecer, el 
universo es "una rama dorada de Ironia, floreciendo de 
soles y sistemas". 



